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SITES 
bh | To the Worſhipful and 3 


BENCH of JUSTICES, 


y X 


Wiitiam EARIL, Serjeant at Law, Chair-Man, 
Tube Honourable "Ricnakd Comes, ? 
Groxce Hamitron | | Thomas CowarD 
Wittian BERKLEY 7% EDWARD STRODE PE. 


Jose pn BROW e 
CuRIsropHER KEEN 3 WILTIAM Long . 


Gentlem en; 


S it 1s your peculiar Pro- 
Wet vince by your Commiſſions 
of the Peace, (which the 
king moſt judiciouily hath 
TR been pleas'd to grant you, 
and which you, by your great Integrity 
and diſcreet Conduct, are eminently 
qualify'd for the prudent and regular 
Diſcharge of) to judge between Man 
RE £ | A 2 and 


ii The Dedication, 
Man, to determine our mutual Differen- 
ces and Debates, and to put theLaws, when 
they are infring'd and violated, in execu- 
tion ; ſo it is the principal Aim of this 
mean Diſcourſe (which moſt humbly im- 
plores your kind Umbrage and Protection, 
and which, thoſe of you who were come 
to Town, and were preſent when it was 
preach'd, were pleaſed to dignifie with 
your moſt candid Notice and reſpectfil 
Approbation) from the firſt Principles 
and immutable Reaſons of Juſtice and 
Love, to make every Man in the World 
ſenſible of the common Intereſts and 
Engagements by which he is indiſpenſa- 
bly ty'd for the Publick Good; and, if 
poſſible, to facilitate your Bufineſs, and 
to promote univerſal Peace and mutual 
Love among Men. | 


And therefore, for theſe Reaſons, I 
now. moſt humbly preſume to dedicate 
this well meant Diſcourſe to you, (the 
Venerable Bench of Juſtices,) who dili 
gently attended the Seſſions, to the 
great ſatisfaction of your Countrey , 
5 | An 


The Dedication. iii 


aud I 1 humbly crave your kind 
Acceptance of it. And I doubt nor, 
but that, under the propitious Influences 
of ſuch great and worthy Perſons as 
you are, it being made publick, that is, 
diſpers d abroad, and given to the Poor, 
it may be of very great benefit and 
ſervice to the whole Countrey, as well 
28 your Neighbours; ; as, by reviving, in 
the moſt ignorant and wicked Men, the 
true Principles and Practice of Juſtice 
and Honeſty: So by eaſing you of ſuch 
frequent and troubleſome Applications, 
with which your Halls are generally 
crowded ; and by making us all in our 


reſpective Stations and Callings, from 


the very Throne to the Dunghil, from 
| the King to the pooreſt and meaneſt of 
his Subjects, ſecure and peaceable, joy- 
ful and happy 1n one another, 


That this may be the bleſſed Conſe | 


quence and Effect, both of all. you 
prudent Aan ns of Publick * 
ſlice, as well as of the enſuing Diſ- 
courſe ; that we may all of us "adorn 
the 
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iv The Dediatiom, 
the Chriſtian Religion, is, and ever 
ſhall be, the devout and hearty Pray. 
er of, 

Gentlemen, 
Your moſt Obedient, and 


Moſt Humble Servant; 


Francis F ranklhyn. 
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. R OM. 13. V. 8. 


Owe no Man any thing but to 
| love one another: for he that 


loveth another hath fulfilled 
the Law. | 


Loving one another, preſcribed 
us by the Great and Learned 
Apoſtle of the Gentiles, is foun- 
ded upon the Uſe and Applica- 
tion of thoſe immutable Princi- 

ples and Rules, which were originally implan- 
ted in our Nature, by the All-wiſe Creator of 
all things, for the regular Conduct of our 
Lives, and for the Advancement of all man- 
ner of ſocial Happineſs in the World ; and it 
ls only a reviving of thoſe Firſt Notions and 
Eternal Truths in our Hearts, which, by the 
| un- 


HIS moſt excellent Precept of 
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C2) 
unhappy Fall of Man, and by the ſucceeding 
Obliquity and Corruption in our Underſtang. * 
ing, and in all our intellectual and rational that 
Faculties, were almoſt, tho not quite, erasd mie 
and extinguiſhd. | f 

And therefore, we may reaſonably ſuppoſe, I Ian 
that our Extraordinary Apoſtle, being a Man B 
of Parts, and having had an ingenuous Educ- of h 
tion, had long before this time of penning this N or o 
Epiſtle, according to the- method of the The 
Fewiſh Schools, been perfectly tutor d and in- MW. t. 
ſtructed in this great Debt and important of tt 
Obligation of Mutual Love, ariſing from the ly b 
innate Notions. and the common . Reaſon of MW 7, 
Mankind; and that though, by the Divine In. ¶ Kno. 
ſpiration. ater his moſt miraculous Converſion W Soor 
to Chriſtianity, his regenerated Reaſon might thing 
dictate afreſh to him, and he might then form IM Law. 
in his Mind, and propoſe ſuch Rules as were the k 
neceſſary to promote Humane Happineſs both ¶ cod 
in Morality and Policy, (as no doubt it did, he h. 
ſince we find that his bitter and unreaſonable ¶ and e 
Zeal for the Moſaical Law and Rites had blin- 
ded his Underſtanding and Reaſon, had over- 
caſt and clouded his good Principles, and had 
excited and ſharpned his perſecuting Spirit 2. 
gainſt all manner of Chriſtians for a little time,) 
yet we cannot but obſerve,” that he was bred at 
the feet of Gamaliel, that moſt prudent and 
celebrated Doctor of the Law ; that he 
was put early under his Care and Tuition ; 
that he was brought up after the moſt perted 
2710 „„ ns 


3) 


manner of the Law; that he was a great Pro- 
fcient in thoſe Curious Studies himſelf; and 
that he was an aſſiduous Auditor of his Tutor's 


univerſally-admir d Lectures, and his moſt. 


elaborate Gloſſes and Interpretations of the 
LaW. | if „ 

But whether St. Paul receiv d the Principles 
of his moſt excellent Doctrine from Heaven, 
or of Men, it is not material for us to know: 
The proper uſe that we now are to make of it, 
is, to conſider, that the Peace and Happineſs 
of the Mind and Heart of Man is effected on- 
ly by the Influence and Obſervation of Two 
Laws; that is, that it conſiſts only in a clear 
Knowledge, and an unchangeable Love of the 
Supreme Good, and the Original Cauſe of all 
things, which is God: And this is the Firſt 
Law. And then, as to the Second -Law, for 
the Eternal Conduct and Felicity of Mankind, 
God hath ſo order'd the Nature of Man, that 
he hath form'd him for Society , and link'd 
nd engag d him to it by ſeveral Ties and In- 
ducements from all Parts: He hath ſo adapted 
the Univerſe to all Mankind, that they are, by 
a natural Inſtinct, directed to act conformably 
to that End for which they were purely crea- 
ted: And therefore the ſame Objects, which 
ought to excite in them the Love of the Sove- 
reign Good, prompt and engage them likewiſe 
to Society, and to a mutual Love of one ano- 
ther. And on theſe Two Commandments, or 
Natural Laws, ſays our Bleſſed Saviour, hang 
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CS, 
all the Law and the Prophets. And indeed, al 
the Laws ot Nations, all the wiſe Decrees and 


prudent Acts oi all States and Kingdoms, and 
Legiſlative Powers, that ever were in the 


World, are but an occaſional and neceſſary pa. 


raphraſe and Comment on theſe two Original 
Rules of Rectitude and Juſtice. 

And therefore, if we rightly conſider the ſe- 
veral Engagements we have to one another, 2. 
riſing either from our States and Conditions, 
our Profeſſions, or our Employments in the 
World, which place and fix every Perſon in 
a certain Condition of Life (of which his par- 
ticular Engagements and Obligations are to be 
the Conſequences, ) we cannot but perceive, 
that God hath form'd and appointed them, and 
interwoven them in our Souls, and put Men 
under them, meerly to employ them in the 
Exerciſe of Mutual Love ; and that all the 
different Duties preſcribd by Compacts and 
Engagements, are nothing elſe but the ſeveral 


Effects which this Love ought to produce, ac- | 


cording to the Conjunctures and Circumſtances 
of Things. . | 

And thus, the Rules, which command us to 
render to every Man what is his due, to wrong 
no Man, to do to others whar we would they 
ſhould do to us, to be juſt and charitable, to 
be always faithful and ſincere in all our Con- 
tracts and Dealings with others, and to do to 
no one what we would not have them do 
unto us, are immutable Truths, and enjoy vs 
only the Effects of Mutual Love. For 


(C's) 


For to love, is to with well, and to do good: 
And no Man loves thoſe whom he injures, nor 
thoſe to whom he is unfaithtul and unſincere, 
And thus you ſce the reaſon and grounds of the 
Apoſtle's Precept in the Words of the Text ; 
Owe no Man any thing, but to love one another : 
for he that loveth another, hath fulfilled the 
Law. 2: 

So that the Apoſtle's Deſign is to let us know 
that Natural and Moral Duties are mutual 


Debts, which we owe one another; one of 


which, namely, that of Love, we can never 
diſcharge, but muſt be ever paying : Yet be- 
cauſe of the continual Neceſſities and inceſ- 
fant Occaſions of Mankind, it muſt be always 
owing : And the truth is, this Debt of Love 


is ſo far from a Poſſibility of being paid on 


Earth, that it is due, and payable in Heaven, 
to God, to the Holy Angels, and to the Saints 
made perfect in the beatifick Viſion, even there 
abideth Charity. All other Debts may be paid 


and fully diſcharged whilſt we live; but this 


of Love cannot be ſatisfied or cancell'd either 
in this Life, or in the World to come. 

This Subject then, not being improper to 
this preſent Solemnity, and being an immedi- 
ate Foundation of that Juſtice and Equity which 
5 now to be diſtributed and admaniſter'd by 
our neighbouring worthy Magiſtrates; Men 
(in particular, one of them profeſſedly expert 
and skiltul in. and all of them) moſt exactly 


and impartially influenc'd and guided by the 
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Ci 
Laws of our Excellent Conſtitution, J ſhall ex. 
patiate a little more largely, and ſhall recom. 


mend it to your Thoughts and Practice, in an 
Explication of the Two following Propoſiti. 


ONS, viz. | 


Firſt, T ſhall ſhew, that Love is of ſuch 4 
perpetual Obligation, that no Man can e. 


ver be diſchargd of that Debt and Duty, | 
which he owes all Mankind upon that ac. 


count. And, 
Secondly, That the Reaſon for the Exerciſe 

and Demonſtration of our Mutual Love, 

is grounded on the perfect and exact Obe- 


dience, which we thereby do pay to the 


whole Law of God. 


In ſpeaking then to the firſt of theſe Propo- 
ſitions, viz. That Love is of ſuch a perpetual 
Obligation, that no Man can ever he diſchar- 
ged of that Debt and Duty which he owes 
all Mankind upon that account, we ought 
to ſee, 


Firſt, The true nature and proper ſignificati- 
on of the Duty enjoyn'd. | 


Secondly, Who, in general, are the Objedts of 


it, a more particular Account being eaſily de- 
ducible from thence. And, 


Thirdly, 


mY) 


_ Thirdly, The perpetual Obligation and En- 
gigements which lye upon every Man in the 
World, by the Ties and Bonds of Nature, 
(without any other Law or Precept) punctu- 
ally and faithfully to perſorm this great and 
important Duty of loving one another. 


Firſt then, We are to ſee the true nature and 


proper ſignification of the Duty enjoyn d. 


And by this Phraſe of loving one another, we 
are, in general, to underſtand, all the Duties 
enjoyn'd us in the Second Table ; which, in- 
deed, have a reſpect only to the Welfare and Good 
of our Brethren and Neighbours, and the mu- 
tual Happineſs and inexpreſſible Love and De- 
light, which we ought to take and have in 
one another's Converſation and Society, exclu- 
ſive of all manner of regard to thoſe Duties, 
which we owe beſides to-the Sovereign Good 
of all; any otherwiſe than as they are com- 
prehended, and implied in the Obſervance of 
the Second Law of Mankind. And ſuch, for in- 
ſtance, are the Duties of Juſtice and Fidelity, 
 Gratitnde and Compaſſion, Mercy and Chari- 
ty: Which may all of them be compris'd in 
that general Expreſſion of loving one another ; 
and which (being but ſo many ways of de- 
monſtrating our Love and Affections to Man- 
kind, and of gratifying our own Bowels) are 
like the Fountains and Rivers, which, through 
the deep and hidden Channels of the Earth, 
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render an Object amiable to us: But the Love 


ble, and even thoſe who hate us. And here a- 


Companions, or Boſom-Friends, conſcious of 


EG >] 


originally are deriv'd from the Sea; and for the 
Uſe and Benefit of the ſeveral Parts of the 
World communicate liberally their Goodneſ 
and Vertue ; and ſpreading themſelves into vs. 
rious and infinite Branches, return at length to 
the Sea again. 

And this would moſt evidently appear, if we 
ſhould take a particular View of the various 
Acts and different Properties of Love, as they | 
are to be communicated and employ'd, as they 
are to be expended and apply d tor the good of 


Now to ſet matters in a true Light, and to 
have a perfect and juſt Notion of this Precept, 
we mult underſtand, that the intent of this 
Law is not to oblige every one to have for all 
other Perſons that Inclination and Eſteem, 
which is produced in us by the Qualities which 


which it commands, conſiſts in wiſhing to o- 
thers their true good, and in procuring it to 
them, as much as in our power. And it is for 
this reaſon, that ſeeing this Command is inde- 

endent on the Merit of thoſe whom we ovght 
to love, and that no Perſon -is excepted, it 0- 
bliges us to love thoſe who are the leaſt amia- 


gain, we are to obſerve, that we are not obli- 
ged by this Precept to ſhew our Enemies all 
the Marks of ſpecial Eſteem, Truſt, and Con- 
fidence; we are not to make them intimate 


 theref 
Duty x 


Our 


990 


our Secrets, Sharers of our Truſt, or Officers 
of our Affairs; baving reaſon to be more a- 
ware of them, and to keep at a greater diſtance 
from them, and to uſe more Caution and Re- 
ſerve in our Converſation with them than with 
other Perſons: But we are only bound to treat 
them with all thar Love which is due to our 
Neighbours and Brethren at large, and to all 
Mankind; and to behave our ſelves towards 
them with all the Inſtances of Juſtice, Charity 
and Peace; which are maniteſt Indications of 
true Chriſtian Love, which is here called the 
fulfling of the Law, that is, of that part of 
it, which concerns us towards Men, and which 
keeps us from any Breach of thoſe Laws which 
teſpect them. For the Law which our Enemies 
tranſgreſs, is nevertheleſs obligatory and bind- 
ing on us, and we ought to wiſh their true 
good, and to procure it, as much out of hopes 


of reclaiming them to their Duty, as out of 


fear of tranſgreſſing our own. 

And here alſo, once more, we may ſee the 
great difference there is betwixt true Friendſhip, 
and the general Love enjoin'd by the Second 
Table; one is a reciprocal and indiſſoluble Tie 
between two Perſons ; and the other is a Love 
and Duty independent on the reciprocal Love 
ol the Perſon whom we are commanded to love; 
and although on his part he do not love us, and 
that he even hates us; yet the Law will have, 
and oblige us, to love and benefit him. And 
therefore, to make this Law and Rule of our 
Duty more evident, Se- 
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hat kind of Intereſt orParty ſoever they eſpouſe, | 


we are capable of adminiſtring unto them. 


poſe it ſelf to us, and as every Man's Exigen- 
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Secondly, We are, in the next place to ſee, 
who the Objects of our Love are in general, 3 


more particular Account being eaſily deduci. Ne 
ble from thence. Theſe, in ſhort, are all Man. do. 
kind; and fo we find this Rule !of our Love him 
and Affections fully reQify'd and explain'd by ab 


the Goſpel-Diſpenſation : For, as our Saviour 

came to fave and redeem all the World, and “Coe 
manifeſted his exceeding great and boundleſß Ml 
Love equally alike to all Men; ſo by his match- = 


leſs Example and inimitable Doctrine, he taught 


and inſtructed us, that our Charity and Love po! 
was to have no manner of Bounds or Limitation ; 
but it was to be extended and expreſs'd to all 

that bore the Divine Image ; and more particu- Mou 
lar in the Parable of the good Samaritan, he cleat- 

ly exemplifies his meaning, and ſhews, that e- 1nd | 
very Son and Daughter ot Adam is our Neigh- 
bour, and the Object of our Love and Benef- 
cence, let them live where they will, and what- 
ever Religion and Perſwaſion they are of, and 


who ſhall ever come within the compals of our 
Knowledge, and may at any time ſtand in need 
of any part of thoſe Succours and Helps which 


Hence ir appears, that our Love is to be e- 
qually extended towards all Men; and it is to 
be expreſs'd by us in ſuch a manner, according 
as the ſpecial Object of it ſhall offer and pro- 


cies, Caſe and Circumſtances ſhall require, and 
8 | ac- 


W own. 


(nu) 

iccording as we are provided with Things ne- 
ceſſary and convenient. We muſt do our 
Neighbour all the Good we can, and we muſt 
do-him no Evil; we muſt Feed and Cloath 
him, and be Hoſpitable and Generous to him 
in our Purſe and Proviſions: And we muſt not do 
or act any thing, whereby either his Body or 


Good Name, his Eſtate, Credit or Reputation or 


any thing that is Valuable and Precious to him, or 
any of his Poſſeſſions and Goods may be injur d 
and diminiſh d. We muſt not caſt an envious Eye 
upon his happy Succeſs and fortunate Advance- 
ment in the World; and we muſt not by any 


manner of means, take his Bread out of his 


Mouth by Fraud or Circumvention, nor un- 
dermine and prejudice him in his Livelyhood 
and Buſineſs; but we ſhould be contented with 
that Lot and Portion, that Place and Station in 
the World, which God hath aſſignd us, ſo as 
not to covet or deſire what is another Man's; 
but to be as willing that every Man ſhould en- 
joy what is his, as we are to keep what is our 


Thus Charity worketh no ill to his Neigh- 
bour, and doth good unto all Men. We muſt 
be glad and join with our Neighbour in ſincere 
Expreſſions of Joy and Satisfaction, when any 
Advantage or Good Thing fortunes to light 
upon him : And-on the other hand, when the 
frowns of Adverſity fall upon him, and Sorrow 
and Trouble are his Portion, we muſt not fail 
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to ſympathize with him, and commiſerate hi 
Calamities, and unite with him in our common 
Sorrows; and grieve for him with a decent 
Sign of Reſpect and Friendſhip. And this is 


truly to rejoice with them that rejoice, and 1 


weep with them that weep. 
But then, further we find that the Chriſtian 


Religion, which is the Height of all Perfection, 
and the Rule of all Truth, hath taught us, that 
our Love is not only to be imparted to all 
Men, as they are our immediate Neighbours, 
and Brethren, and Friends ; that is, as they may 
live quietly and peaceably by us, as they may 
be nearly related and a-kin to us, and as they 
are always ready to ſhew the ſame Kindneſs, 
and make a grateful Return to us of the fame 
Benefits, and never deſignedly do any thing to 
prejudice or incommode us ; but (and indeed 
it is that which at firſt ſight ſeems the harſheſt 
and moſt unreaſonable Leſſon of all, to incon- 
ſiderate Fleſh and Blood) we are by our Bleſ- 
ſed Saviour's Expoſition of the Moral Law, and 


his poſitive Inſtitution, moſt ſtrictly and un- 


conditionally enjoin d to love our Enemies; 


and we are by the ſame All-wiſe Legiſlator 


commanded and requir'd to uſe and exerciſe 
this great Vertue towards them, who pradiſc 
juſt the contrary to us; and even to do good 
to them that hate, and perſecute and deſpite- 
fully uſe Us. So that nothing can be more 


lively and forcibly recommended to us, than 
LE | this 


4 

this Duty of loving one another; nothing more 
reaſonably and juſtly requir'd of us, than what 
the Apoſtle here lays down, as the only Foun- 
dation and Support of all ſocial Happineſs in 
the World ; that we all in our ſeveral Stations 
and Callings, and whatever degree or ſphere 
of Life we move in, we ſhould render to all 
Men their reſpective Dues and Demands ; Tri- 
tute to whom Tribute is due, Cuſtom to whom 
Cuſtom, Fear to whom Fear, Honour to whom 
Honour, We muſt with-hold nothing which 
any Man hath a Right and Pretence to lay a 
Juſt Claim unto; We muſt owe nothing to 
any Man, but to love one another; which, as 
you have heard, is ſuch a kind of Debt, that 
let a Man pay it never fo often to the full, the 
Bill and Demand is (till in force againſt him, 
and he can never be totally acquitted from it ; 
but it muſt ever be paid over and over again. 
So that whenever our Enemy hungers, we 
muſt feed him ; when he is naked, we muſt 
cloath him; when he is thirſty, we muſt give 
him drink ; and by ſo doing, we ſhall not only 
heap Coals of Fire upon his Head, and, if poſ- 
ſible, purge, out and refine the Droſs of his ma- 
licious Soul, and melt him down into good 
nature; but we ſhall firſt ſhew our ſelves to be, 
in a great meaſure clear of the Debt and Obli- 
gation, which our moſt Holy Religion hath 
laid upon us, having ſo fully and punctually 


diſcharg d it: And then, as a moſt certain Con- 


C 2 ſequence 
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ſequence of the Perſormance of the Condition, 
we ſhall prove our ſelves to be the obedient 
Sons of God; inaſmuch as he that loveth ano. 
ther hath fulfill'd his Law. 

And now, before I conclude this Head, it 
will be expedient that J ſhould lay down ſome 
Rules, whereby we may moſt probably exer. 
cite and diſpoſe oft our Charity after the beſt 
manner ; and may moſt truly, for the General 
Good and Benefit of Mankind, put in practice 
the outward Acts and Teſtimonies of our mu. 
tual Love: And herein, for the moſt part, ! 
ſhall follow the Scheme of a moſt eminent Pre. 
late ot this Church. Now as it is impoſſible 
for any Man ſully to anſwer the Neceſſities of 
all thoſe who ſhall either ſtand in need of his 
Alliſtance, or that ſhall apply themſelves to him 
for his Bounty and Relief; ſo we ought, for 
the moſt prudent and proper, the moſt impar- 
tial and regnlar Diſtribution of our Charity, to 
conſider, that all Caſes of Extremity, ought 
principally ro be regarded 'by us ; Obligations | 
then of Nature, and Proximity of Blood, ſeem 
to challenge the next Place; then the Ties and 
Engagements of Friendſhip, and a grateful Re. 
turn to be made for former Kindneſſes and Fa- 
vours, may well lay the next Claim; then the 
Houſhold of Faith is to be peculiarly conſider d; 
and aſter theſe, the Merits and Qualifications 
of the Perſons, and all Circumſtances belonging 
to them, are to be weighd and valu'd; = 
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ES). 
who labour in an honeſt Calling, but are op- 
efs'd and impoveriſhd with a numerous and 
chargeable Family ; thole who by Mistortune, 
and the Divine Providence, are reduc'd from a 
plentiful Eſtate to a low Condition ; ſuch eſpe- 
cially, who having liv'd well themſelves, have 
anne ho ſuccour'd and reliev d others when 
they had it in their Power; and have been, 
before that unexpected Viciſſitude in their Af- 
fairs, eminently Charitable and Beneficial ta 
Mankind: And laſtly, thoſe whoſe manifeſt 
Neceſſities, and whoſe deplorable Infirmities 
(cither of Body or Mind, or whether by reaſon 
of Infancy or Age, or by any manner of Acci- 
dept or Diſaſter, ) do actually plead for them: 
All theſe do ſeem more particularly to demand 
our Mercy and Compaſſion to them, in the 
moſt ample Teſtimonies of our Bounty and Love 
to them. Would every Perſon therefore but 
diſcharge his Conſcience according to this 
Scheme, and according to the Ability which 
God hath given him, we ſhould not then have 
ſo many diſmal and real Objects indeed, as are 
daily and continually in the Streets, and at our 
Doors, to ſollicit and importune our Alms and 

Benevolence. | 
And as for the Looſe and Idle Vagabonds, 
that peſter the Towns and Countrey, and ſwarm 
ſo thick about us, whoſe Neceſſities are actually 
their own Choice, and their wretched manner 
of living, is their peculiar Pleaſure and Delight; 
Whoſe Hands refuſe to Labour, and who had — 
ther 


ther Steal, than Work to fill their Bellies, and 
cover their Nakedneſs ; our excellent Laws have 
made a very good and ample Proviſion tor them; 
and oblig'd the diligent and faithful Magiſtrate, 
(if he would rightly expreſs his Love and Dy. 
ty to them, -for the welfare of their Souls and 
Bodies, and duly obſerve the great Care and 
Truſt which is repos d in him) to procure and 
find both Work and Shelter for them, (that ſo 
they may have a proper Maintenance, and be 
reſtrain'd from their Idle and Licentious way 
of Living) in a ſecure and a warm Houſe of 
Correction. b 
Theſe then are the Expedients to be made 
uſe of by us, to provide for the Calamities and 
Wants of all Men; and by theſe we ſhall ſuffici- 
ently demonſtrate our Love and Affections to 
one another; we ſhall prevent the Tears, and 
ſtop the Cries of the Widows and Orphans, and 
obſtruct the Diſorders and irregular Doings of 
wicked Men; we ſhall act conformably to the 


Rules of Juſtice and Equity, and ſhall promote 


the Peace and Happineſs of Mankind: And then 
we need not Queſtion, ht chat he who hath be- 
| hav'd himſelf after this" Manner, and follow'd 
theſe Directions, (as T heartily wiſh-to God all 
Men would do) hath fulfill'd the Law. And 
now I come 55 5 


Thirdly, To conſider the Perpetual Obligati-, 
on and Engagements which lye upon every 
| — 0 
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Man in the World, by the Ties and Bonds of 
Nature, (without any other Law or Precept) 

faithfully to perform this great Duty of Loving 
one another. Had we no other Obligation 


than that of Nature only, to make us Loving 
and Charitable to one another, we could not 
but think it a ſufficient Motive for our Practice; 
ſince there can be no Amity or Friendſhip, no 


 ſatereſt or Correſpondence cultivated and eſta- 


bliſh'd among us, nor any manner of Converſa- 
tion and Society in the World, without this mu- 
tual Behaviour and Deportment ; and ſince even 
the Neceſſities and Supports of Life, and Life 
it ſelf muſt conſequently fail without it. 
Therefore, as by the Principles of Nature, 
without any other Law or Revelation, we find 
it moſt agreeable to our own Notions and Rea- 
ſon, and conducive to the general Felicity of 
Mankind, to be Juſt and Honeſt, and to do to 
others in all Reſpects, as we would have them 
do unto us: So are we inclin d and excited by 
the ſame Principles, to approve and give our 
Aſſent at firſt ſight to every thing, which is of 
ſuch a neceſſary Uſe and Benefit to us all. And 
we have no occaſion ny thing elſe, we have 


no need of any other Motives or Reaſons, if 


ve make our own natural Inclinations and De- 


ſres only the Rule and Meaſure of our dealing 


with other Men, and of being Kind and Merci- 
ful, Loving and Charitable to them. For no 
Man, that hath not entirely diveſted himſelf of 
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(18) 
Humanity, can be Cruel and Heard-hearted tg 
others, without feeling at the ſame time a great 
Concern and Remorſe in himſelf And there. 
ſore it comes to paſs, that by Nature we are 
taught to have a kind of Reverence and Eſteem 
for whatſoe ver is good and profitable to us; we 
are thence diſpos d to ſpeak the Truth, to aq 
juſtly, to be faithful to our Promiſes and 
Contracts; to reſtore that which is committed 
to us in Truſt, to pity and relieve thoſe who 
are in any kind of Miſery and Affliction ; and 
in all things to do to Others, as we would have 


s 


them do unto us. 

And all theſe excellent Qualifications, were 
originally implanted in us by our All-wiſe Cre- 
ator ; who, at the fame time that he made us, 
and gave us our Beings, put his Laws into our 
Mouths, and wrote them in legible Characters 
on the Tables of our Hearts; and ſo St. Paul 
tells the Romans in his Firſt Chapter, that the 
Gentiles which have not the Law, do by Nature 
the Things contain d in the Law: Theſe havin 
not the Law, are a Law unto themſelves : Which | 
ſhew the Work of the Law written in their Hearts, 
their Conſcience alſo bearing witneſs, and their 
Thoughts the mean while accufing or elſe excuſint 
one another. For God Almighty was pleasd to 
furniſh and endue all kinds of things with ſuch 
Propenſities and Principles as might qualifie and 
accommodate them, for thoſe Stations and 1 


Works to Which they were ſeverally _— This 
an 


ca) 


and appointed; and he governs all things by 
ſich Laws as are conſentaneous to thoſe ſeveral 
and different Natures which he had at firſt im- 
planted in them. And we find, that the moſt 
univerſal Principle belonging to all kinds of 
Things is Self- Love, or (which is the ſame) 
Self-Preſervation: Which is very apparent, even. 
in Brute-Creatures ; who know by pure Inſtin& 
only how to love one another ; and either to 
ſhun, or aſſociate themſelves with thoſe Crea- 
tures which are agreeable or diſagreeable to 
them. And much more evident then is this So- 
vereign Principle in Man; who is a rational 
Agent, and who can reaſon and diſpute of the 
Amiableneſs or Averſation of any Thing with- 
in his own Mind. For this Principle of Self- 
Love, by which every one naturally ſeeks his 
own Welfare and Preſervation, is the imme- 
diate Foundation of all the Duties and Offices, 
which concern us in the promoting our own and 
our Neighbour's Happineſs and Good ; as that 
mutual Juſtice, Charity and Helpfulneſs, which 
we are to exerciſe towards one another. For 
we are all of us very ſollicitous our ſelves, that 
others ſhould be Juſt and Faithful to us, that 
they ſhould be ready to help us, and to do good 
to us: And becauſe it is a Principle of the 
higheſt Equity and the ſtricteſt Reaſon, that we 
allo ſhould be as willing to do to others, as we 
deſire, and think them oblig'd to deal with us: 


This muſt therefore be a perpetual Obligation 
D to 


(29) 
to us, to perform the ſame Acts of Juſtice, Love 
and Charity to them. „ 

So that from this natural Obligation, im- 
preſs'd originally upon our Hearts, of loving 
one another, we may both perceive, how the 
juſt and faithful Performance of it is indiſpen- 
ſably entail'd upon all our Natures ; and alſo, 
how, that Love, and Charity, and Mercy, and 
Pity. are not more welcome to others, than 
they are delighttul and beneficial to our ſelves, 
For we do not only gratifie our own Nature 
and Bowels, by relieving thoſe that are in mi- 
ſery ; but we provoke all the reſt of Mankind, 
by our good Example, to the like Tenderneſs 
and Charity; and then, we do but prudently 
beſpeak the like Commiſeration and Love of 
others towards us, whenever it ſhall be our turn 
and misfortune (which God only knows how 
ſoon it may be) to ſtand in need of it. And 
now 1 ſhall proceed to the 


Second General Propoſition ; which was, 
to ſhew you, that the Reaſon for the Exerciſe 
and Demonſtration of our Mutual Love, is 
grounded on the perfect and exact Obedience, 
_ we thereby do pay to the whole Law 
0 8 


How exactly the Law of Nature is ſatisfy'd 


and fulfill'd by our Love and Charity, being 
clearly prov d, we come now to ſee, how Love 
is the fulfilling of the whole Law of God, 

| which 


WW OD = 


— ad on 6—— has > | nw” —__ wwe 


Far) 
which is reveal d. Now, the End and Deſign 
of the Evangelical Commandment, zs Charity, 


(fays our Apoſtle to Timothy] out of a pure 
Heart, and of a good Conſcience, and of Faith un- 


feigned. Therefore we are to obſerve, that 


when God had given the [ſraelites this Precept, 
viz. Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour as thy ſelf ; 
their Practice ſeems plainly to ſhew, that they 
did not rightly underſtand it: And we cannot 
but conclude, that the Revelation which hath 
fince been made of this glorious Vertue by the 
bleſſed Inſtitution of our Saviour, is much more 
pertect. more noble, and more agreeable to our 
Reaſon. And that this is true, is evident from 
our Saviour's Doctrine, when he tells us, with 
his clearer Annotations, that the whole Deſign 
of the Law and the Prophets, was, to perſwade 
and engage Men to the Love and Practice of 
Moral Duties, which are of a natural Obliga- 
tion and eternal Uſe, ſuch as Love and Charity, 
which never fails. Therefore (ſays he) what- 
ſoever ye would that Men ſhould do unto you, do 
ye even ſo unto them, for this is the Law and the 
Prophets. And again he ſays, That the Love 
of God and our Neighbour, thoſe two great 
Commandments, to which all Moral Duties 
are reterr'd, are the two great Hinges of the 


Jewiſh Religion; and, on theſe hang all the Law 


and the Prophets. St. James calls Love a perfect 
and royal Law. And St. Paul here ſays, that 
is the fulfiling of the Law. So that, wherever 
we look, either among the Prophets, or any of 
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ced of the great Obligation we lie under of o- 
beying this Law; a Law, in which all the o. 
ther Duties of Mankind are fo fully compris4, 


And therefore we may be aſſur'd, that whoſoe- 


ver loveth his Neighbour with a true, ſincere 
and Chriſtian Charity, he hath done his Duty, 
and paid exact Obedience to the whole Law of 
Moſes, which was inſtituted by God himſelf; 
Burt if this great Vertue be deſpis'd and omitted 
by him, he that ſinneth in this one Point, ſin- 
neth againſt all; and no Laws though they 
be many (yet they all proceeded from one All- 
wiſe Law-giver, and have all, in effect, the ſame 
Sanctions, as the Law of Nature or the Moral 
Law, the Moſaical Law and the Goſpel-Law, 
and all Humane Laws founded on Reaſon and 
Equity, have. their Form and Original from 


him ;) I ſay, no manner of Laws will releaſe 


or diſcharge a Man from this Breach ; but will 
ſerve only to condemn him with the greater 
Force and Authority. And this is the very 
manner which St. Paul argues by. As, for in- 
ſtance, he ſays, that the Law of Moſes forbids 
that any one {hould commit Adultery ; or kill; 
or ſteal ; or bear talſe witneſs: And the Law 
hath ſpecified many other Commands, which 
are all of them briefly comprehended in this 
Saying, Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour as thy 
Jelf ; for Love worketh no ill to his Neighbour ; 
therefore Love is the fulfilling of the Law.—-And 

WD MN 8 


the Sacred Pen-men, we ſhall be well convin. 


C 23 ) : 
nothing can be truer or plainer, than this Aſ- 
' ſertion : For there is no occaſion to prohibit 
Charity from offending, or doing wrong to 
any one ; becauſe it is not in the nature of 
that Vertue to hurt, but to do all the geod. 
Offices poſſible to all Men. 

Will that Man think you, wilfully murder 
or kill another, if he hath a true Love and 
Value for him? Will he who loves his Neigh- 
bour as himſelf, look with a covetous and a luſt- 
ful Eye upon, or offer to defile his Neighbour's 
Wite 2 Will he rob, or defraud, or couzen and 
cheat another; one whom he is at all times rea- 
dy to aiſiſt with his Purſe and Poſleſſions 2 
Will he be a Anight of the Poſt, or guilty of 
Subornation and Perjury 2 Will he be a falſe 
Witneſs, and inſidious pretended Friend, or a 
| malicious Neighbour ; and endeavour to take 
away any Man's Reputation or Life, whoſe 
Well-being and Felicity, whoſe Benefit and 
Proſperity, he as much deſires and purſues as 
he does his own 2 Will any Man wiſh that a 
Misfortune ſhould befal another, for whom 
he daily prays the ſame to God as he does 
for himſelt 2 In a Word, can any good Chri- 
ſtian, any true ſincere Diſciple of the Bleſſed 
Jeſus, upon any account whatſoever, hurt, or 
injure, or jncommode another, for whoſe Sal. 
vation and Benefit, as well as his own, he 
knows and is firmly perſwaded, that he, their 
Saviour and Redeemer, and the great _—_ 
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(24) 
of all our Souls, dy d > And this manner of 
Argument and Reaſoning holds good in all 


the other Divine Commands; theretore Love 
is the fulfilling the Law: It is an Obedience 


and Conformity to the whole Law ot God, 
(as hath been ſhewn) and ſo conſequently to 


God himſelf ; becauſe he that loveth his 


Neighbour, cannot but love and obey God 


alſo. in whatever he commands us; ſince he 
moſt wonderfully created us, and moſt afle. 
ctionately cheriſhes and preſerves all the 


Children of Men. | 


And then it is an exact Obedience and 
Conformity to the later Precepts of Chriſt 


our Saviour, who renew'd this Command- 


ment, and advanc'd it to ſuch a Height and 


Perfection, that it was to be the Sign and 
Badge, the Index and Characteriſtick of all 
thoſe who ſhould ever profeſs his Holy Name: 
By this ſhall al! Men know that ye are my 
Diſciples, if ye have love one to another. 


And this is what our Saviour call'd his 


New Commandment ; not becauſe there was 
never any ſuch thing commanded betore, 
but becauſe he revivd it in the World, and 
ave it a new Being and Sanction ; it being 
before almoſt decay'd and dead, for want of 
Practice and a right Underſtanding ; Behold 
(fays he again) a new Commandment I give 
unto you, that ye love one another. 


And 
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And the ſtrict and conſtant Practice of 
the Primitive Chriſtians in this reſpect, ſhews 
the true Sence and Opinion which they had 
of this important, great, and indiſpenſable 
Duty, when even the Heathens themſelves, 
to their own Shame and Condemnation, could 
make this excellent Obſervation upon them; 
and with the greateſt Envy and Aſtoniſhment 
could cry out, Behold! How the Chriſtians 


love one another. 
To conclude; 


Be pleas d then, (ye Magiſtrates and Ru- 
lers of the People) ro give me leave at this 
Time and upon this Occaſion, to recom- 
mend to you this moſt excellent Rule of 
Loving one another; which is a Fundamen- 
tal Principle of that Juſtice and Equity, which 
you by your Commiſſions are conſtituted and 
authoriz d to diſtribute and adminiſter unto the 
People. 

You have ſeen the weighty Debt and great 
Obligation of this Duty, and the inexpreſſi- 
ble Happineſs which it produces to all Man- 
kind. Conſider then, that it is by your In- 
fluence and Power alone that Men may be 
perſwaded or compell'd to love one another, 
and that you are diſtinguiſh'd and promored 
for the Regulation and Order, the Conſer- 


vation and Peace of Mankind. 
And 
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(26). 


And therefore, as by virtue of your Com. 
miſlions, ye are as it were Gods on Earth] 
ſo you opght to take great heed in all your Ju- 


- -  dicial. Proceedings, to imitate that God in 


Impartiality, Candour arid Clemency, whom 


you thus ſubordinately , repreſent. 
Think that as you, not only by the Dig- 


nity of your Natures in common with Man- 


kind, but mor particularly by the Sacred- 
neſs of your re cIpedive Characters, and the 
Eminency of your Fortunes and Stations in 


the World, do bear the glorious Image of 
God, and have his Soveriegnty, Greatneſs 


and «Goodneſs, ſtamp'd and. impreſs'd (as it 


were) upon your Souls; ſo you ought to 


_ employ and direct both that, and all your 


other great Qualities ang Talents to that 
good and noble End, for which you parti- 
cularly bear and poſſeſs them; which is, to 
judge according unto Right, and to puniſh 
the Wrong-doer ; to unite Mankind, and to 


 eltabliſh Peace __w Love. 


And chis Conſideration alſo, with the Ob- 


ligation. of the Text, will call upon us all 
in our ſeveral Stations and Capacities, to live 


up to the Dignity of our Nature, and ſuitably 


to that Order and Rank of Beings which we 
hold in «the World: It will remind us to 


ule and ſtudy all means to facilitate your Bu- 


ſineſs, * by conſcientiouſly obſerving all the 


l Motives and Directions to Mutual 
- be 


Love and Charity ; and to prevent giviii al 
you ſo much trouble as ill-natur'd, Arigjous Kt 
Men uſually do; and inſtead of injuring, too 
do good to, one another; and, ſo by all 
our joint Endeavourg, to promote and. eſta- 
bliſh univerſal Harmony, Bove and Peace-a- 
mong us. VF „ 
And therefore let. e all imitate our Hea- 
venly Father, and Be. always converſant in 
Works of Juſtice and Mercy ; let us viſit 
the Sick, relieve the Needy, vindicate the 
Cauſe of the Oppreſſed, ſuccour the Father- 
leſs and Widow in their Affliction, and lay 
our ſelves out, and all our Intereſts, to de- 
monſtrate our Love and Affections to Man- 
kind, in all manner of good Acts both out- 
ward and inward, as of our Juſtice and Mer- 
cy, fo alſo of our good Thoughts, Wiſhes 
and Prayers to God for them, to do as 
much good as we can. in the World, and 
hereby to become, as it were, a God to one 
another. = 5 
This will be rightly to fulfil the Law of 
Chriſt, in loving one another: And then, 
when we ſhall come to appear before his 
moſt Awful Tribunal (of which, Venerable 
Sirs ! all your Courts of Judicature here are 
no inconſiderable Repreſentation, ) he will 
then applaud our Conduct and approve our 
Actions before Men and Angels; and will 
diſmiſs us co our Heavenly Manſions, ho 
E this 
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tion, Well done, good and faithful Servant | 
Enter ye into the Eternal Joys of your Lord ! 


God grant therefore, that we may all ſn: 
cerely diſcharge our Duty to one another, and 
zealouſly prepare our ſelves | tor this moſt 
Glorious Approbation and Reward, for Jeſus 
Chriſt his ſake. | 


0 whom, with the Father and the Hoh 
Ghoſt, Three Perſons, and but One God, 
be render d, as is moſt due, all Honour, 


neovo, and for evermore. Amen. 


this moſt welcome and comfortable Exclama. 


doration, Thankſgiving and Praiſe, both 
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